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County Executive Chris Ronayne took office in January of 2023. He is dedicated to public service, with leadership and measurable results at the County Planning Commission, the City of Cleveland, and University Circle. MetroHealth said it didn't need an additional $4.5 million in county funding to stay afloat the next two years, but it would be nice.
County Council gave it to them anyway, worrying that the safety-net hospital's finances might worsen over that period. An official website of the Cuyahoga County government. Here’s how you know Read, Watch & Listen Research & Discover Classes & Events Services Kids & Families Facebook Flipboard This post may contain affiliate links. When
you make a purchase using one of these affiliate links, we get paid a small commission at no extra cost to you. Cuyahoga Valley National Park preserves a lush river valley that is home to both natural and historical sites. Among the thousands of acres of forests and wetlands are a network of hiking and biking trails. Visit a covered bridge, ride a train
through the heart of the park, learn about the Ohio and Erie Canal, and photograph the waterfalls. In this article, we cover 14 things to do in Cuyahoga Valley National Park. Cuyahoga Valley lacks the big wow factor that you find in so many other national parks. This national park has an urban feel to it, since it sits between Cleveland and Akron.
Small towns, houses, and markets share space with the national park, and at times, it feels more like a city park than a national park. Before our visit, Tim and I were scratching our heads, wondering how Cuyahoga Valley got national park status. But during our time here, as we toured the historical sites and the thriving wetlands, we learned that this
park preserves part of US history, some of which is unfortunate but has changed for the better. Water pollution in the Cuyahoga River made national headlines in the 1960’s, which started a wave of environmental activism that reaches well beyond the borders of this park. A visit to Cuyahoga Valley National Park is not just about hiking to a viewpoint
or taking a scenic train ride. It’s also about how changes can be made in how we think about and treat the environment we live in, and how these changes can have positive and dramatic effects on our natural areas. Please practice the seven principles of Leave No Trace: plan ahead, stay on the trail, pack out what you bring to the hiking trail, leave
areas as you found them, minimize campfire impacts, be considerate of other hikers, and do not approach or feed wildlife. Cuyahoga Valley National Park is located in northeast Ohio. It sits right in between Cleveland and Akron, forming an oasis of forests, wetlands, and outdoor recreational areas. The Cuyahoga River forms the backbone of the park.
This river heads north through the park, before reaching Cleveland and emptying into Lake Erie. Cuyahoga means “crooked river.” For hundreds of years it was used for transportation and during the 20th century it helped power the industrial revolution in northeast Ohio. In the mid to late-1900’s, the Cuyahoga River was notorious for being one of
the most polluted rivers in the United States. It actually caught fire 13 times, the most recent being on June 22, 1969. This fire, along with air pollution in the US, an oil spill in California, and growing awareness about the harms of environmental pollution, helped spark Earth Day. Earth Day officially began 10 months after the Cuyahoga River fire, on
April 22, 1970. The pollution in Cuyahoga River also helped to establish the Clean Water Act and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Since the 1970’s, laws were enacted to prevent the dumping of cyanide and other pollutants into the Cuyahoga River. The water quality has improved and wildlife has returned to the area. Cuyahoga Valley was
designated as a national recreational area in 1974 and officially became a national park on October 11, 2000. In 2024, it had 2.9 million visitors, making it 12th most visited national park in the US. Below is a map of Cuyahoga Valley National Park. As you can see, it is long and narrow, running in a north - south direction. The Cuyahoga River runs
through the center of the park. The Ohio and Erie Canal Towpath and Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad both run alongside the river. Boston Mill Visitor Center is centrally located within Cuyahoga Valley National Park. On a quick visit, the top things to see and do are centrally located within the park, between Brandywine Falls in the north and Beaver
Marsh in the south. How to Use This Map: Click the icons on the map to get more information about each point of interest. To take this map with you, click the star next to the title of the map which adds it to your Google account. Next, within your Google Maps app, select ‘Saved’ and then select ‘Maps’. This map title will now appear in your list.
Below is a list of things to do in Cuyahoga Valley National Park. With the exception of the towpath and the railroad, which run through the entire park, this list is in geographical order, starting in the north and ending in the south. Later in this guide, I list our top six favorite experiences, for those who are short on time or just want to hit the
highlights. 1. Bike, Hike, or Run along the Ohio and Erie Towpath Trail The Ohio and Erie Towpath Trail is an 87-mile graded gravel path that runs alongside the Cuyahoga River. On this path from 1827 to 1913, mules pulled boats up and down the Ohio and Erie Canal. This trail follows that same historical route. For local Ohioans, this is a popular
spot to ride bikes or go for a run. As a visitor, you can walk a short stretch of the towpath, as an out and back walk. You can also rent bikes and cycle part of the towpath. One of the best things to do in Cuyahoga Valley National Park is to combine a bike ride along the towpath with a ride on the scenic railroad. Cycle one way along the towpath and
then take the train back to your starting point. If you need to rent bikes, there is a list of companies on the National Park website. The Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad runs from Rockside Station (in the north) to Akron (in the south). There are numerous ways to experience this railway. You can ride the train round trip, which takes three and a half
hours. If you want to hike or bike along the towpath point-to-point, you can use the train to return to your starting point. This ticket is called the Hike Aboard or Bike Aboard. There are also quite a few themed rides. Take your pick from Murder Mystery Rides to Ales on Rails to Superhero themed rides (great for kids!), Dinner on the Train, and more.
For full details on train schedules, pricing, and special events, visit the official website. PRO TRAVEL TIP: The train runs all year but the daily schedule varies by season. Before planning your point-to-point hike, bike, or run, confirm that the train is operating on the official website. For those with an interest in history, visit the Canal Exploration
Center. Learn about what life was like for those who lived and worked along the canal from 1825 to 1876. There is also a fully operation lock (Lock 38) where you can learn about how a lock works. Lock demonstrations take place on weekends during the summer months. For hours of the Canal Exploration Center, click here. LOCATION: The Canal
Exploration Center is located in northern Cuyahoga Valley National Park. It is located near Tinkers Creek and the center has its own railway station. This is one of the most accessible viewpoints in Cuyahoga Valley National Park. Tinker’s Creek has been carving out a gorge for thousands of years. This gorge is listed on the Registry of National
Landmarks, so we didn’t want to miss seeing it. The view is nice...you overlook a lush valley covered with a thick, deciduous forest. But is it worth a long drive north just to see this? Probably not, at least in my opinion. However, this is located a short drive from the Canal Exploration Center, and you can quickly and easily combine the overlook with
the next item on our things to do list. LOCATION: Gorge Parkway in the Bedford Reservation area. The overlook is simply labeled “Overlook” on Google Maps and we have it labeled on our map above. The parking lot is located next to the viewing platform. A visit here lasts about 5 minutes. Bridal Veil Falls was a wonderful surprise for us in Cuyahoga
Valley National Park. Tim and I knew nothing about it before our visit, I just happened to notice it marked on Google Maps as we were driving out to the Tinkers Gorge Overlook, so we decided to check it out. To get to the falls, it’s a short walk on boardwalk trails and stairs. Then follow the dirt path next to the creek. The best viewpoints are right
from the riverbank and in the creek. There is a nice platform overlook, but the overgrown trees unfortunately hide the view (at least during our visit in 2021). LOCATION: Gorge Parkway in the Bedford Reservation area. Park at the Bridal Veil Falls Parking lot, cross the street, and follow the boardwalk trails to the waterfall. It is a 0.25 mile walk from
the parking lot to the viewing platform. A visit here lasts 15 to 30 minutes. Distance: 3.6 miles | Difficulty: Moderate | Total Ascent: 460 feet | Time: 1.5 to 2.5 hours This hike follows along a horse trail. The entire trail is located within the deciduous forest, so it is cool and shady during the warmer months. The highlight of the hike is Deer Lick Cave, a
small cave that is tucked away in a large cliff. This loop hike is great for those who like the idea of walking a quiet, low-traffic trail. We saw very few people on this hike. The views don’t change a whole lot on the loop, other than the quick visit to the cave, so it does feel monotonous towards the end of the loop. If you want to visit Deer Lick Cave
without doing the full loop, you can park on Meadows Road (GPS coordinates: 41°18°33.4"N 81°36’37.7"W) and hike the Bridle Trail out-and-back to the cave. View from the parking area on Meadows Road. The trailhead that leads right to Deer Lick Cave is across the street from the parking lot. PRO TRAVEL TIP: There are many trail junctions and
intersections on this hike. I recommend following the Deer Lick Cave and Bridle Loop Trail on All Trails. LOCATION: Brecksville Reservation. We parked at the Meadows Picnic Area and hiked the loop from here. You can also park on Meadows Road (GPS coordinates listed above) and hike the loop from here. Without a doubt, a visit to Brandywine
Falls is one of the best things to do in Cuyahoga Valley National Park. This is one of the most iconic views in the park. Brandywine Falls is a 65-foot waterfall. The National Park Service says it is the busiest spot in the park and we saw more people here than at any other sight in Cuyahoga Valley. If you have plans to visit on the weekend, it might be
challenging to get a parking space. There are two different ways to see Brandywine Falls. The quickest option is to walk out on the boardwalk trails to the viewpoint, snap your photo, and then head back to your car. Or, hike the 1.5 mile Brandywine Gorge Trail. This trail loops through the deciduous forest, crosses over top of the falls, and then you
end on the boardwalk trail and overlook, before returning to your car (if you do this in a clockwise direction). The Brandywine Gorge Trail is nice, but if you are short on time, or not all that into hiking, you don’t miss anything by skipping it. The highlight is the view from the boardwalk platform...just be prepared to walk down, and then back up, quite
a few stairs. PRO TRAVEL TIP: We did this at 8 am. Since we were here early, parking wasn’t an issue. However, at this time of day, photographing the waterfall can be challenging, since you are also facing directly into the sun. If you are here on a cloudy day, no worries. But if your goal is to take a great photo of Brandywine Falls, consider visiting
later in the day, when the sun is higher in the sky. Distance: 2.8 miles | Difficulty: Moderate | Total Ascent: 560 feet | Time: 1 to 2 hours Hiking to Blue Hen Falls was our introduction to Cuyahoga Valley National Park...and it was tons of fun. During our drive to Ohio, we learned that the trail to Blue Hen Falls was going to close the very next day, for
much needed trail restoration work. Blue Hen Falls was a hike we did not want to miss. So, at 8 pm, Tim and I started our hike. We did this super fast. Not only did we have limited daylight but the mosquitoes were out in full force. This trail is moderately strenuous. It’s always either going up or down...nothing too bad, but there are very few flat
sections. And be prepared for one long staircase...you will go down this on the way out to the waterfall and have to climb back up it on the second half of the hike. But it’s worth it. This is a beautiful waterfall and it is very fun to photograph. Just make sure you pack insect repellent. LOCATION: Boston Mills. Park at the Boston Mills Visitor Center.
Cross Riverview Road and follow the signs to Blue Hen Falls. Distance: 2.6 miles | Difficulty: Moderate | Total Ascent: 300 feet | Time: 1 to 2 hours We had lots of fun hiking to Blue Hen Falls, but the Ledges Trail is our favorite hike in Cuyahoga Valley National Park. This is a beautiful hike, and it is a much different experience from the other hikes
that we did in Cuyahoga Valley. For most of this hike, the trail follows right along massive walls of moss-covered sandstone, aka the Ledges. As the trail loops around these massive rock walls, the view is always changing, which helps keep things interesting. There is something very cool about hiking alongside these massive walls, exploring the
alcoves, and scrambling over boulders. LOCATION: The Virginia Kendall area of the park. Park at the Ledges Trailhead parking lot and this hike is done as a loop. According to the National Park Service website, this is the most popular overlook in the park. From this rocky ledge, you look out over the park. Here is the view in May but I imagine it
would be spectacular in autumn. LOCATION: On the Ledges Trail. If you have plans to hike the Ledges Trail, it includes the Overlook. If you don’t want to hike the entire loop, you can still get here. Park at the Ledges Trailhead parking lot and walk southwest across the grassy field. At the southwest corner of the field there is a trail leading into the
woods. Follow this trail to the overlook. It is a 200 yard walk from the parking lot to the overlook. This pretty lake is worth a quick visit. It is located very close to the Ledges Trail and it only takes a few minutes to see it. For those who want to explore more, there are several trails that start here. Hike the loop around the lake (1 mile round-trip) or add
on the Salt Run Trail (3.25 mile loop). We hiked the Salt Run Trail and found it to be on the boring side. For the entire loop, you are in a forest. It’s pretty but it does get to be monotonous. I recommend hiking the loop around the lake or simply enjoying the view from the parking lot. LOCATION: Virginia Kendall area of the park, just a few minutes
drive from the Ledges trailhead. In the 1800’s, Ohio had over 2,000 covered bridges. The Everett Covered Bridge is the only remaining covered bridge in Summit County. What is the purpose of a covered bridge? In the early to mid-1800’s, bridges were constructed of wood. The large wooden planks that form the floor of the bridges were hard to
replace, so they were protected with roofs and hard sides. In the late 1800’s, covered bridges fell out of style, once bridges were constructed with iron. LOCATION: Park at the Everett Road Covered Bridge Parking Lot on Everett Road. It is a short walk on a paved path to get to the bridge. USA National Parks List (+ Free Printable Checklist) Two
farmer’s markets sit almost side by side in Cuyahoga Valley National Park. Both were closed during our visit, so I can’t speak from experience, but I have heard great things about Szalay’s Farm and Market. Szalay’s is more than just a market. On weekends, they sell prepared foods like grilled sandwiches, corn on the cob, and ice cream. In the fall,
see if you can find your way through their 3-acre corn maze. Szalay’s is open from early June through October. Get updated hours of operation on their website before you go. Just down the road from Szalay’s is the Howe Meadow Countryside Farmers Market. Every Saturday from early May through October, you can shop from more than 50 farmers,
artists, and chefs. Learn more here. 14. Beaver Marsh Beaver Marsh is a great example of how cleaning up an outdoor space can bring back animals and restore a natural area to what it once was. Beaver Marsh was once a salvage yard. In the 1980’s, volunteers of the Sierra Club removed the old cars and materials from the area. Around the same
time, beavers built a dam across the Erie and Ohio Canal, which caused flooding. Wetland plants flourished, wildlife returned to the area, and this is now one of the best places in Cuyahoga Valley to spot wildlife. Keep a lookout for beavers, great blue herons, and otters. LOCATION: Park at the Beaver Marsh Parking lot on Riverview Road. To get to
the viewing platforms, take the Ira Trail from the parking lot and turn left onto the towpath. It takes between 5 and 10 minutes to walk from the parking lot to the boardwalk overlooks. Overall, it is a 0.75 mile round-trip walk from the parking lot to the viewing platforms. To narrow down the long list of things to do in Cuyahoga Valley National Park,
here are our top 6 experiences: Hike the Ledges Trail See Brandywine Falls Visit Beaver Marsh Hike to Blue Hen Falls See the Everett Covered Bridge And if you like waterfalls, visit Bridal Veil Falls We were not able to ride the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad or visit Szalay’s Farm and Market, since they were not open/operating during our visit,
but I think these would also make great additions to your to do list. One day is all you need to see the highlights of Cuyahoga Valley National Park. This gives you enough time to hike a few short trails, photograph the waterfalls, and visit the Everett Covered Bridge and Beaver Marsh. If you get your timing right, you can have dinner on the train or
take a Murder Mystery or Ales on Rails train ride. If you have two days in Cuyahoga Valley National Park, spend one day visiting the highlights listed above, exploring the park by car. On day two, bike the towpath in one direction and return to your starting point on the train. Cuyahoga Valley National Park can be visited all year. Late spring and fall
are wonderful months to visit, when the days are warm and the nights are cool. If you want to capture the park ablaze in fall colors, plan your visit for mid to late October. Summers can be warm and humid. The average daily highs for July and August are in the mid-80’s. Winters can be very cold and in January the high temperature can struggle to get
above freezing. Expect snow, frozen waterfalls, and low crowds, making it a beautiful time to visit Cuyahoga Valley if you don’t mind chilly temps. We visited Cuyahoga Valley National Park the last week of May. Ohio was in the midst of a heat wave and the high temperature during our visit ranged from the mid to high 80’s. Rainfall doesn’t vary much
month to month. On average, northeast Ohio gets 8 days of rainfall per month, with slightly higher amounts March through May. After a few days of rain, the trails can get very muddy, so keep that in mind when planning your trip. Mosquitoes in Cuyahoga Valley National Park. If you have plans to visit Cuyahoga Valley National Park from late spring
through early autumn, don’t forget insect repellent! We came unprepared and ended up with quite a few mosquito bites, and this was just from a one hour hike to Blue Hen Falls. The mosquitoes were the worst at the waterfalls and on some of the hiking trails (notably Salt Run and the Bridle Trail). One of the most unique things about Cuyahoga
Valley National Park is its urban setting. Sure, it lacks the solitude and remoteness that can make other national parks so appealing, but at the same time, there is an abundance of hotels and restaurants to choose from, and you will have cellular service, no matter where you are in the park. If you want to stay at a lodge inside of the park, you have
two options. The Stanford House offers moderately priced rooms and it is centrally located within Cuyahoga Valley National Park. The Inn at Brandywine Falls is a bed and breakfast that offers six luxuriously renovated rooms. It is located near Brandywine Falls. There are no campground or RV sites inside of Cuyahoga Valley National Park.
Backcountry camping is prohibited. Outside of the park, there are many hotel options in the towns along the eastern side of the national park. Staying somewhere between Twinsburg and Stow is ideal, as it limits how much driving you will need to do to get into and out of the park. The hotels with the best reviews are located in the Stow-Akron area.
This is where we stayed and it worked great. Within 15 minutes we could be at the top sights inside of the park, with lots of great dining options between Hudson and Akron. Tim and I stayed at the Staybridge Suites Akron-Stow-Cuyahoga Falls, but the Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott Akron Stow and the Home2 Suites by Hilton Stow Akron also get
very good reviews. Cuyahoga Valley National Park can also be visited on a day trip from Akron or Cleveland, if you happen to be visiting one of these two cities. Park Hours: Cuyahoga Valley National Park is open 24 hours a day, 365 days per year. Entrance Fee: There is no fee to enter Cuyahoga Valley National Park. You can support the park by
donating to the Conservancy for Cuyahoga Valley National Park. Get updates on road conditions and trail closures, as you plan your trip and just before your visit, on the National Park Service website. If your visit to Cuyahoga Valley National Park is part of a bigger road trip through Ohio, check out the Cleveland Traveler for ideas on how to spend
your time in Cleveland. If you have any questions about the best things to do in Cuyahoga Valley National Park, or if you want to share your experience, let us know in the comment section below. Visit More National Parks NATIONAL PARKS: In our Guide to the US National Parks, get the full list of national parks with important travel planning
information, such as things to do in the parks and sample itineraries. Facebook Flipboard Julie is the main author for Earth Trekkers. Hiker, foodie, wine aficionado, photographer, and triathlete, Julie loves traveling the world in search of new experiences and then sharing them on this site. Her goal is to make your travel planning process easier and
to inspire you to visit new places. Nestled in the serene landscape of Olmsted Falls, Ohio, stands a remarkable testament to architectural grandeur and historical significance—the John and Maria Adams House. This venerable structure, built in the year 1820, has not only survived the vicissitudes of time but has also flourished as a beacon of local
heritage and American architectural evolution.The story of the Adams House begins with Lemuel Hoadley, a pioneering spirit from Waterbury, Connecticut, who, in the early 1810s, led his family to the verdant expanses of what is now Cuyahoga County. As one of the first settlers in the area, Hoadley and his kin laid down the roots of what would
become a thriving community. It was here, in this burgeoning settlement, that John Adams, another early resident, would forge a bond with Hoadley's daughter, Maria, culminating in their marriage in 1820—the same year the original section of the Adams House was constructed.Initially a modest dwelling, the Adams House grew in stature and style
with each passing decade. It was under the stewardship of Arthur P. Gray, a respected local postmaster, that the house saw its most significant transformations. During the latter half of the 19th century, Gray, imbued with a vision of Italianate elegance, expanded the house to include features such as a striking tower and intricate stonework that were
uncommon in the rural American landscape of that era. These additions embraced the Italian Villa style, characterized by its ornamental design and romantic sensibilities, diverging dramatically from the house's humble beginnings.Throughout the 20th century, the Adams House continued to serve as a private residence, witnessing the ebb and flow of
generations. In the 1930s, it became the home of the TeGrotenhuis family, descendants of an old New England lineage, who preserved the integrity of the house's historical and architectural features while embedding their own familial legacy within its walls.The significance of the Adams House extends beyond its architectural beauty. In 1975, it was
rightfully listed on the National Register of Historic Places, a designation that highlights its importance not just to local history but also to the architectural heritage of the United States. The house represents a physical narrative of American architectural trends, transitioning from the early settler style to the more elaborate and ornate designs of the
late 19th century.Today, the John and Maria Adams House stands as one of the nine National Register-listed locations in and around Olmsted Falls and North Olmsted. Its story is a captivating chapter in the broader tale of American settlement and development, offering insights into the lives of those who shaped and were shaped by this land.As one
wanders through the grounds of the Adams House or gazes upon its Italianate facade, it is easy to be transported back in time, imagining the echoes of past inhabitants and the sweep of history that this house has witnessed. It serves not only as a relic of architectural beauty but also as a steadfast reminder of the enduring human spirit that once
walked its halls and the legacy they left behind, etched into the very stone and woodwork of this historic gem. It’s easy to get lost in the natural beauty of Cuyahoga County, Ohio with its stunning falls, the Cuyahoga River, botanical gardens, and many more. If you're into outdoor excursions, the county also doesn’t disappoint! It was named for the
Cuyahoga River, which is an Iroquoian word for “crooked river.” The land that the county occupies was part of the French colony of Canada and was renamed the Province of Quebec in 1763. It was officially founded in 1810 with the City of Cleveland as the county seat. It’s the second-most populous county in Ohio with a population of 1,264,817 as of
the 2020 census. Bask in the sun at one of its water parks, sit at a coffee shop for your favorite cup, read a book at a public library, or hike the trails. These are just among the fun and exciting activities that await you. Here’s a round-up list of the best things to do in Cuyahoga County, Ohio. Have Fun in the Water at Edgewater Park in Cleveland Jason
Sponseller / Shutterstock.com If you love the water, the best place to go is Edgewater Park, which is located on Lake Erie with beaches and a fishing pier. The 147-acre park also offers 9000 feet of shoreline, boat ramps, dog and swim beaches, picnic areas with grills, and a pavilion for rent. You can paddle in the water with your paddleboard, kayak,
or canoe, go boating and sailing, and launch at one of the park’s boat ramps. Dee Browning / Shutterstock.com There are also lifeguards on duty to ensure everything and everyone is safe. If you love fishing, there’s a designated area for it, and enjoy the sunset while casting your line at the pier. Edgewater Park also features a seasonal nature shop,
where you can rent cabanas, lounge chairs, and umbrellas, or buy some gifts and souvenirs, snacks, and more. Dee Browning / Shutterstock.com Catch a Movie at AMC Westwood Town Center 6 in Rocky River Located in Westwood Shopping Plaza, AMC Westwood Town Center 6 is the best place in the area to catch a movie you’ve been anticipating
watching. The theater features comfortable reclining seats with enough leg room, and high-performance sound, and also offers IMAX, Dolby Cinema, and Prime. It shows first-run movies, so you don’t have to worry about missing out on a blockbuster. Also, the concession stands offer delicious popcorn and other snacks and drinks to enjoy while you're
watching the movie. AMC Westwood Town Center 6 also has a Coke freestyle machine, which everyone loves! Discover the History of Rock Music at the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland Sean Pavone / Shutterstock.com If you’'re musically inclined, the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in downtown Cleveland, on the shores of Lake Erie, has an amazing
collection and exhibit of historic musicians. Exhibits with cool memorabilia include The Beatles, Eminem, Elton John, Elvis Presley, Michael Jackson, Led Zeppelin, Bob Marley, and many more. Cheri Alguire / Shutterstock.com Among the interesting stuff you can find here are Presley’s motorcycle, Marley’s beanie, and Jackson’s “Thriller” jacket.
There’s also a spot here where you can play pinball, as well as play musical instruments. Founded in 1983, Ahmet Ertegun established the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame with prominent members like Rolling Stone magazine publisher Jann S. Wenner. Robert ] Daveant / Shutterstock.com Take Your Kids To Preston’s H.O.P.E. Playground Park in
Beachwood If you're traveling with kids in tow, they can also have their time of life at Preston’s H.O.P.E. Playground Park, which is popular with families with smaller kids. The park has an extensive playground with an Imagination Village, which features make-believe houses linked by a raised walkway with a sand area, and a play theater. There’s
also a traditional playground area, where kids can enjoy the swings, slides, and tunnels, which are all perfect for preschoolers and even the bigger kids. Preston’s H.O.P.E. Playground Park was designed for kids with all abilities and disabilities. It was created as a memory of a boy named Preston, who was diagnosed with Spinal Muscular Atrophy at
only ten months, and passed away before he was 12 in 2008. Despite his disability, he was able to operate his wheelchair when he was only 18 months old and participated in many competitions and activities whether he was a fan or the referee. The park is located on the Mandel JCC’s Beachwood campus in Beachwood. Reconnect with Nature at the
Great Falls of Tinkers Creek in Bedford Kenneth Keifer / Shutterstock.com In Bedford’s Viaduct Park sits the Great Falls of Tinkers Creek; a gorgeous urban falls in a deep gorge, which was declared a National Natural Landmark. The 15-foot waterfalls are surrounded by old-growth trees and spectacular wildflowers with hiking trails, and even
mountain biking and horseback riding. Derek Young / Shutterstock.com On the 2,200-acre reservation, you can enjoy a picnic or play golf at its Shawnee Hills Golf Course. Great Falls of Tinkers Creek is also close to the mill ruins with several tunnels to explore. There’s also a spot, where you can jump off a rock into the water, as well as a couple of
watering holes to swim in. Kenneth Keifer / Shutterstock.com Buy Fresh Produce at Miles Farmers Market in Solon With a huge selection of fresh produce from Northeast Ohio, Miles Farmers Market in Solon is where you can enjoy plenty of fresh food. Here, you can fresh fruits, vegetables, dairy products, meat, fish, poultry, baked goods, and many
more. Don’t miss out on its popular old-fashioned Deli, the delicious fried chicken, sushi, and ribs, as well as a great selection of wines. Its wine section is recognized as “An Outstanding Wine Shop” by Wine Spectator. Miles Farmers Market also has a custom-cut Butcher Shop. Get Your Pulses Active at Select Fire in Berea If you love guns and
extreme adventures, Select Fire would be the perfect place for you. The firing range features ten bays, which are all monitored electronically with Certified Range Safety Officers watching over the range to ensure safety. You’ll have to watch a 15-minute safety video before you work on the range with the help of the instructors. The staff will show you
different kinds of guns you may use at the range. Select Fire also features four lanes, which are all rifle-capable with up to 762X39MM ammunition. Explore the Wonders of Cuyahoga Valley National Park in Cleveland Zack Frank / Shutterstock.com Established in 2000, Cuyahoga Valley National Park offers the best flora and fauna that Ohio can offer.
The 32,572-acre park houses different species of wildlife, including raccoons, bats, coyotes, muskrats, beavers, foxes, bad eagles, blue herons, and many more. Zack Frank / Shutterstock.com Lush forests, beautiful rolling hills, scenic trails, stocked fish ponds, waterfalls, amazing rock formations, and wetlands are among the great things that make up
the park. The park is home to native plants and deep forests that you can explore. Cuyahoga Valley National Park lies along the gorgeous Cuyahoga River. Zack Frank / Shutterstock.com Discover the Natural World at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center in Bay Village For traveling families with kids, Lake Erie Nature & Science Center is the best place
to visit while in the Bay Village area. The center features live animal exhibits, a planetarium, a park along the Lake Erie shores, wildlife services, and a nature-based preschool. Kids will love seeing live animals like snakes, birds, fish, turtles, lizards, bald eagles, and many more. You can also enjoy the walking trails that lead to the lake. Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center takes you to the natural world in an informal setting. Attend a Festival at the Cuyahoga County Fair in Middleburg Heights Every year, Middleburg Heights hosts a variety of festivals such as Oktoberfest, which draws many tourists from around the country. But the biggest and most celebrated festival here is the Cuyahoga
County Fair; a week-long celebration with an abundance of entertainment, exhibit, food, and a whole lot of fun. There’s also a flea market where you can buy lots of stuff at decent prices. The festival features live music, arts & crafts, harness racing, beauty pageants, lots of rides, kid-friendly activities, and many exciting activities for the whole family.
Originally called the West Cuyahoga County Fair in 1893, the Cuyahoga County Fair prides itself on its rich history and heritage, which you can see feel and see at the festival. Spend a Day Closer to Nature at Brecksville Reservation in Brecksville Michael G Marshall / Shutterstock.com Cuyahoga County is filled with wonders and whimsical tourist
attractions, including the beautiful Brecksville Reservation. The park encompasses 3,026 acres of diverse ecosystems, including a river plain, fields, forests, and seven distinct gorges. Michael G Marshall / Shutterstock.com Rare and endangered plants are found here, which are all nurtured by amazing soil and sunlight conditions. Chippewa Creek
flows through the park, which is also made up of beautiful oak-hickory forests, willows, sycamores, and cottonwoods. Brecksville Reservation also features a section of the Buckeye Trail. arthurgphotography / Shutterstock.com Sway Your Club at Seneca Golf Course in Broadview Heights If golfing is your thing, you can enjoy playing at Seneca Golf
Course, which nestles on 350 acres of wooded land. The 36-hole golf course features challenging greens and fairways with notable holes, including holes number 3 and 8 with great fairway bunkers. There are 5 sets of tee boxes at the park-style golf course, which make it even more ideal for any level of golfer. Seneca Golf Course also hosts
tournaments since its establishment in 1940. It’s also popular for its long par fours and fives. Lessons and rentals are also offered at the golf course. Dine at The Bourbon Street Barrel Room in Cleveland Warren LeMay from Cincinnati, OH, United States, CCO, via Wikimedia Commons In a warm atmosphere with New Orleans-style digs, you get to
enjoy a mouthwatering Creole and Cajun menu and specialty drinks by Louisiana native Johnny Schulze. The Bourbon Street Barrel Room is popular for its delicious beignets, gumbo, jambalaya, crawfish etouffee, and many more. There are also 30 rotating craft beers from around the world and New Orleans classic cocktails to choose from. Its
delicious dessert cream brulee is also not to be missed! Look out for the Happy Hour at The Bourbon Street Barrel Room and enjoy great discounts on food and drinks. Indulge in the Sweetness Of b.a. Sweetie Candy Company in Cleveland For more than six decades, b.a. Sweetie Candy Company has been offering all things sweet in the Cleveland
area. It has a bit of everything that a sweet tooth would ever dream of such as jelly beans, chocolate-covered goodies, mints, lollypops, and a lot more. There are bulk candies, boxes, and lots of sweetened stuff that you can think of displayed in aisles. Many locals and tourists would compare b.a. Sweetie Candy Company with the fictional character
Willy Wonka’s The Wonka Chocolate Factory. The candy store also features a soda fountain, an ice cream shop, and a mini golf. Be One with Nature at Rocky River Reservation in North Olmsted Michael Shake / Shutterstock.com The great outdoors are nature’s healing and if you're in the North Olmsted area, Rocky River Reservation is a great spot to
enjoy nature at its best. There are plenty of activities to enjoy at the reservation, including kayaking, biking, fishing, and hiking or jogging along the scenic trails. vagabond54 / Shutterstock.com You can see huge shale cliffs at the reservation that tower above the cottonwoods, sycamores, and willows. Numerous bird species and Ohio mammals like
the white-tailed deer are fostered at Rocky River Reservation. It’s part of Ohio’s Emerald Necklace, which proves that it’s indeed a gem in the county and state. Michael Shake / Shutterstock.com Hang Out at Teamz Restaurant & Bar in Middleburg Heights After a long day of exploring the county, hang out with your family and friends at Teamz
Restaurant & Bar where you can enjoy delicious food and specialty drinks with TVs to watch sports. The sports bar features a spacious and heated outdoor patio, where you can enjoy and hang out with a drink in hand. Its large bar area offers a great selection of beers and specialty drinks. Try its famous wings and cabbage rolls, and enjoy doing
karaoke on weekends. Teamz Restaurant & Bar also features live music and hosts special events. Final Thoughts Cuyahoga County; a charming crowned jewel in Ohio is made up of one of the best communities in the country. From natural wonders to fine dining, there are plenty of wonderful things to do in Cuyahoga County, Ohio. So, pack your bags
and experience the best adventures in this beautiful county! Though a short distance from the urban areas of Cleveland and Akron, Cuyahoga Valley National Park seems worlds away. The park is a refuge for native plants and wildlife, and provides routes of discovery for visitors. The winding Cuyahoga River gives way to deep forests, rolling hills, and
open farmlands. Walk or ride the Towpath Trail to follow the historic route of the Ohio & Erie Canal.
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